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order to get news of her lover put a severe drain on her resources,
until at last she was forced to sell piece by piece her treasured
jewels. These she disposed of largely through Hou Ching-hsien, a
merchant in the West Market who sold goods on consignment.
Once when Hsiaoyii's maid was on her way to him with a jade
hairpin, she encountered an old jade craftsman on the road. When
the latter saw the hairpin that was in her hand he came up to
her and said, "I made this pin years ago for the youngest daughter
of the Prince Huo when she reached the age of tying up her hair.
I remember it well because the prince gave me ten thousand cash.
Who are you and how have you come by this pin?"
"My mistress is the daughter of the prince," answered Wan Sha,
the maid. "Her fortune has suffered a decline and she has given
herself to an untrustworthy man. It is now more than two years
since he went to the eastern capital and he has sent no message
whatever in that time. In her unhappiness my mistress has lan-
guished and fallen sick. She has asked me to have this sold so that
she might engage some one to find news of him."
On hearing this sad tale, the jade worker wept, saying, "What
a pity that the daughter of a noble family should come to such
misfortune and suffer such unhappiness. Old as I am, I cannot
remain unmoved by such vicissitudes of fortunes as you have just
told me." He then took her to the mansion of the Princess Yen
Hsien and told the latter Hsiaoyii's sad story. The princess was
also deeply moved by it and for a long while she sighed deeply
and wept. She gave the maid one hundred and twenty thousand
cash to take to her mistress.
As the Lu family was living in Changan at the time, Yi secured
leave and went thither in the twelfth month for the wedding after
he had secured the necessary sum for the betrothal present. He
rented a house in a remote quarter of the city so that his presence
in the city might not become generally known.
Now there was among Yi's intimate circle a certain Tsui Chiu-
ming. He was Yi's cousin and a faithful and loyal friend. He used
to be a frequent visitor at Hsiaoyii's house in her happier days and
took part in the gay festivities there. Now he continued to visit